
Florida Yard Advisor 
Training



Florida-Friendly Landscape 
Recognition



Master Gardener are an Important
Part of the FFL Team!



The Pyramid Without MGs



Before Your Visit

1. Be familiar with the materials. FYN Handbook, 
Design Guide, YAM. EDIS publications.

2. FYN Provide the homeowner with a checklist and 
a copy of the handbook.

3. Prescreen the site by phone.



Why Prescreen? 



Before Your Visit

4. Review completed checklist.

5. Assemble your “tool box.”

 Ruler

 Clipboard

 Pencil

 Florida-Friendly Landscape Recognition Sign

 Stickers for Silver & Gold Level Recognition

 Magnifying hand lens

 Two checklists

 Digital camera

 Sunscreen, hat & water bottle

 Reference books

 Anything else you feel is important



During Your Visit

1. Introduce your 
team.

2. Ask homeowners 
for permission to 
walk the yard.

3. Ask homeowners to 
join you for a review 
of the checklist.



Required Practices 

To be eligible for Silver level recognition, a 
landscape must be maintained according to all of 
the following required practices: 



Required Practices 

 Clients certify that 

landscape complies with 

all codes, laws, 

ordinances, and HOA 

rules.

 Landscape does not 

contain any plants found 

on the current UF/IFAS 

Assessment “Prohibited” 

List.

 Landscape contains at 

least 10 unique plant 

species.

http://assessment.ifas.ufl.edu/



Required Practices 

 Grass clippings are left on the lawn and any spilled fertilizer 

is collected.

 Fertilizer is not applied when heavy rain is forecast in the 

next 24 hours.

 Fertilizer is applied at less than or equal to the UF/IFAS-

recommended rate.

 Fertilizer is applied only when grass is actively growing.

 “Weed and Feed” products containing herbicide and 

fertilizer together are not used.

 If pesticides are used, only affected plants and turf areas are 

treated with pesticide applications (i.e., spot treatments).



Required Practices 

 2-3 inch layer of  FFL 

recommended mulch is used 

and maintained- no 

volcanos!

 At least 50 percent of roof 

runoff (with or without 

downspouts) drains onto 

landscaped areas or 

pervious surfaces.



Required Practices 

 If present, an irrigation system is 

calibrated to apply ½ - ¾ inches of 

water per application.

 A functioning automatic rainfall shutoff 

device is present & maintained

 Spray and rotor heads are installed 

on separate zones.

 Turfgrass is mowed at the UF/IFAS-

recommended height for the grass 

species to encourage a deeper root 

system and increase drought and 

pest resistance.



Required Practices 

 A 10 foot low-maintenance 

zone around the waterbody- no 

pesticides, fertilizer, or 

irrigation.

 If mangroves are present on 

the property, the client 

complies with the pruning 

regulations as stated in the 

Mangrove Trimming and 

Preservation Act.



Required Practices 

Aesthetics: The landscape must meet four of the following 

five requirements, in addition to all practices listed above:

 The landscape appears to be actively managed. 

 Appropriate pruning practices 

are apparent. 

 The landscape has defined 

beds. 

 The landscape matches 

aesthetics of the community. 

 Landscape and household 

debris are properly disposed 

of or recycled.



Required Practices - Gold

To be eligible for Gold level 
recognition, a landscape must 
meet all of the required 
practices listed for Silver Level 
recognition  and meet the 
following requirements:



Required Practices – Gold Level 
 The landscape does not contain any plants found on 

the current UF/IFAS Assessment  “Invasive- Not 

Recommended” list. 

 The landscape contains at least 15 unique plant 

species.

 A soil nutrient test has been performed within the last 

year.

 Not more than 50 percent of the irrigation system is 

high volume.

 The landscape meets all five aesthetics requirements.

 100 percent of roof runoff drains onto landscaped 

areas or pervious surfaces.



Landscape Recognition Checklist



Landscape Recognition Checklist



Landscape Recognition Checklist



Landscape Recognition Checklist



Landscape Recognition Checklist



Landscape Recognition Checklist



Landscape Recognition Checklist



During Your Visit

4. Yard recognition.

5. Sign placement.

6. If the yard can’t be recognized.



Quick Tips

• Focus on education
• Never go alone
• Always be positive



Quick Tips

• Trust your intuition
• Present a united front
• Provide alternatives
• Don’t be afraid to say 

“I don’t know”
• Be polite



After Your Visit

1. Complete the yard file, document conclusions & 
recommendations.

2. Complete a yard evaluation report.

3. Enter information into database.



Thank You!



Australian Pine


